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Introduc*on  

Personalised Learning is at the heart of our provision at Queenswood and we are commi8ed to 
ensuring that all pupils have the opportunity to fulfil their academic poten;al.  

This policy reflects the requirements of the Children and Families Act 2014, and the SEN and 
Disability Code of Prac;ce 0-25 years (SEND Code of Prac;ce 2014) and subsequent updates.  

The Code requires schools to examine all aspects of their provision of educa;onal and associated 
services and to ensure that appropriate responses are made to meet the needs of those with 
disabili;es or special needs. Queenswood is wholly guided by these principles in planning and 
designing its educa;onal provision and is commi8ed to ensuring that all pupils have equal access to 
learning and the curriculum. 

Special Educa;onal Needs and Disabili;es (SEND) refers to any circumstances resul;ng in an 
individual pupil requiring addi;onal or different help to take full advantage of the educa;onal 
opportuni;es offered to pupils of the same age. These difficul;es include communica;on and 
interac;on, cogni;on and learning, social, emo;onal, and mental health, sensory and/or physical 
needs.  

Queenswood recognises giVed and talented pupils as having special educa;onal needs, and 
individual teachers differen;ate their work in response to the needs of this group. These pupils are 
recognised in several ways, for instance as scholarship holders or as members of specific 
departmental ac;vi;es (see Scholar’s Policy). 

At Queenswood, we also recognise pupils with English as an Addi;onal Language (EAL) as having 
special educa;onal needs and they are supported by the EAL department. 

This policy should be read in conjuc;on with: 

• Scholar’s Policy 
• Disability policy 
• EAL policy 
• Admissions Policy  

 

The aims and objec*ves of this policy are:  

• To address the learning needs of pupils so that all may reach their full poten;al;  
• To iden;fy, support and monitor the progress of those pupils with personalised learning 

needs;  
• To develop self-esteem;  
• To liaise effec;vely with all academic and pastoral staff who are involved in the educa;on 

and care of the pupils;  
• To create an ethos where pupils and their parents can feel comfortable with personalised 

learning; 
• To communicate effec;vely with parents in order to support the pupil; 
• To ensure that Queenswood does not discriminate and shows respect for all protected 

characteris;cs including disability and SEN. 



Personalised Learning is under the management of the SENCO, and all pupils are able to access 
support in the Personalised Learning Centre. Furthermore, the SENCO is available at all Parents’ 
Mee;ngs so that parents of pupils can discuss progress.  

Iden*fica*on of Personalised Learning needs 

At Queenswood, we endeavour to iden;fy pupils’ SEND needs as early as possible. Upon arrival, all 
Year 7 pupils take a screener test. Any students highlighted in the screener test will be followed up or 
monitored in accordance with their needs.  

It is recognised that the need for personalised learning can arise at any stage during a pupil’s school 
career. Other ways of iden;fying pupils’needs include: 

• Pupils may enter the school with an Individual Educa;on Plan or Educa;on, Health and Care 
plan Academic Scholars; 

• They may have an exis;ng Educa;onal Psychologist report or previous history of SEND needs 
or provision at a previous school; 

• A teacher may raise concerns that a pupil may have SEND at any point in their school 
career – it is not unusual for problems to be masked by high performing pupils; 

• We may carry out in-house assessments following a new diagnosAc report  

It is recognised that most teenagers need to overcome learning hurdles during their educa;on: this is 
not necessarily symptoma;c of a Specific Learning Difficul;es and non-specialist and subject specific 
advice may be given by Heads of Year, Department or Faculty.  

It is important to note that not all pupils are disabled by their SEN and not all disabili;es result in 
SEN.   

 

Diagnosis and assessments 

All diagnos;c assessments are private arrangements between parents and the assessor. However, as 
an examina;on centre, the School is required to needs to follow guidelines outlined by Joint Council 
for Qualifica;ons (JCQ). Where applicable, parents will be encouraged to use a specialist within 
whom the School has an established working rela;onship to meet the JCQ requirements. 

For those in Year 9 and above, a qualified assessor in PLC will carry out examina;on Access 
Arrangement assessments where applicable.  

 

Delivery of SEND support  

Queenswood seeks to promote a whole school policy approach through which all members of staff 
are aware and informed of the needs of all pupils with SEND. Our prac;ces are designed to enable 
SEND pupils to access the curriculum, co-curriculum and public examina;ons, and to help such pupils 
improve their academic skills and learning strategies, to take responsibility for their own learning and 
understand their learning profile.  

The School has a duty under the SEND Code of Prac;ce 2014 to ensure that less favourable 
treatment does not occur in the following areas:  

• Curriculum 



• teaching and learning  
• ;metabling, classroom and school organisa;on and sefng  
• serving of school meals 
• interac;on with peers, socie;es, and ac;vi;es 
• assessment and exam arrangements  
• school discipline  
• exclusion/suspension procedures  
• prepara;on of pupils for their next phase of educa;on 

Queenswood will, wherever possible, make reasonable adjustments to allow SEND pupils to access 
the full educa;onal and learning experiences that the school provides. However, under the 
reasonable adjustments duty, the School also has to consider:  

• the need to maintain academic, musical, spor;ng, and other standards for the pupil body as 
a whole; 

• the financial resources available to the school; 
• the health and safety requirements – the SEND Code of Prac;ce 2014 does not override the 

School’s du;es under Health and Safety legisla;on  
• the interests of the other pupils and persons who may be admi8ed to the school as pupils  

If a pupil’s co-curricular or recrea;onal ac;vi;es are limited by their SEND profile, alterna;ve 
opportuni;es will be made available wherever possible. 

Responsibility of coordina;ng SEND provision in prac;ce across the school rests with the SENCO 
(Assistant Head PLC) who reports directly to Senior Deputy Head whilst subject teachers are 
responsible for the progress and development of the pupils in the class. 

The effec;ve inclusion of all pupils is achieved through Quality First Teaching. It is an approach that 
highlights the need for a personalised learning experience and encourages greater inclusion of pupils 
with SEND needs. Quality First Teaching occurs when: 

• instruc;on is based on careful modelling and scaffolding; 
• teaching facilitates mul;sensory learning experiences; 
• teaching materials are carefully differen;ated; 
• teaching is based on clear objec;ves that are shared with pupils and returned to at the end 

of the lesson;  
• links are made to previous learning and learning in different contexts;  
• new vocabulary is carefully explained; 
• regularly monitor students provision. 

* In same cases an addi;onal cost to the parent might be involved. 

For pupils who has been iden;fied by the SENCO to benefit from addi;onal assistance may be 
supported in a number of ways including: 

• Individual Educa;on Plan 
• ‘In class’ support in lessons 
• Interven;on lessons to support with literacy 
• One to one sessions with a member of PLC staff 
• Support during study periods 
• Personalised curriculum where necessary 



 
Other related school policies and procedures  
· Accessibility Plan 
· SEND policy 


